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Pleased

to Resume

Working for
The Liberal
Arts

Hi all. My name is Somporn Maneechote. | am a
member of the big family of the Faculty of Liberal Arts in the
department of Foreign Languages. In this small space, | would
like to briefly update my story to my old colleagues and
introduce myself to many new colleagues. | am originally from
Songkhla and officially started working for the Faculty of
Liberal Arts in 2009. Then, supported by the University, | had
a great opportunity to pursue my doctorate degree in Applied
Linguistics in Newcastle University in the UK. | have spent time
there for almost six years (from January 2012 to October 2017),
studying and conducting intercultural communication research
on “Negative Assessments of Referents in the Co-Participants’
Cultural Groups”, investigating the flow of conversation among
international students when talking and evaluating some
referents (e.g. food items, ways of life and infrastructures) in
their peers’ countries. After the submission of the thesis, | am
glad that | could resume working in my old workplace, meeting
my colleagues who share the same passion to work for the
best benefits of the students. Working with my current
colleagues is great. It is one of my plans to work here until my
retirement at the age of 60 and | wish to continue working here
until the age of 65.

| am going back to the UK to sit for VIVA, the final
defense for the Doctoral thesis, at the end of this February.
Allowed by further opportunity to write in this journal, | would
like to update you about my VIVA in the next issue.

Some Tips to
Live and Learn Abroad

It can be a dream of many people, including the
writer, to have some experiences abroad. We may go
there to study or travel for a short visit. Currently,
transportation advances; the flight tickets seem more
affordable, and it is more likely for the dream to be fulfilled.
Before taking-off though, it is good to do some informal
research about how to live in a foreign country in which
everything is new and different, It is but also peoples
manners, ways of life and faulities. Here are some
common tips or suggestions for anyone who is interested
to visit or study in other countries, far and foreign to the
homeland.

No worries
about cash as long as
you have credit/debit cards

q".‘:p‘

s

a

h. 0

Do not worry too much if you do not have much
cash in your pocket. You do not always need to care
about cash as long as your credit/debit card is valid and
the amount of money in your account. This is especially
true when you visit European countries. The majority of
shops and stores there, big or small, accept credit/debit
card payment



‘m:ﬁadm

Eat the local food; exotic food
can be expensive

It is advised to eat what the majority of local people
eat as it is suggested by a long famous proverb “when in
Rome do as the Rome so”. For instance, going to the UK,
you should eat what is normally eaten by the local people
there. It can be a way to learn new taste of food as well
as good way to save money. Eating a local food can be
economical as it is always more expensive to eat exotic
food, like Thai food, or Japanese food in European coun-
tries. A good sandwich can cost you not more than 300
Baht (i.e. 6 pounds or 9 dollars) and you survive, but an
exotic Thai or Japanese dish normally costs you two times
more. This food is more expensive as the restaurants need
to import ingredients from their countries of origin.

Weather condition contrasting
from the ones in the homeland is one of
the toughest things you will have to fight
against and adopt strategies to survive.
Moving from a hot country, like Thailand,
to cold countries, make you adjust a lot
of things weather. It is recommended
that you wear tight clothes, rather than
wearing big-sized clothes. Tight warm clothes seem to better
keep you warm. Additionally, do not forget to cover your head
when going outside. You may get cold or ill if you do not wear
a warm hat in cold weather.

Be prepared for anything
worse than what you expect

e

Any bad things that can happen
to you in your motherland (Thailand) will
could possibly happen in new places
abroad. You need to be prepared for
things like losing your cards, missing

K

trains, or locking yourself outside. Apart from doctor or
police station, one important service that you need to save
in your list of contact is a locksmith’s number.

Meet and make
friends... with local people

Local people usually know things better about their
countries and cities. Even though information nowadays
can be searched from the internet, local friends are always
a better choice when it comes to details of places in their
own cities. They know good local places to visit that are
less well-known by outsiders.

Photos References:
www.kraftrecipes.com
www.britishrail.co.uk
www.slslocksmithservices.com
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