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Vocabulary is not a component of
language. It is the foundation.

An evidence-based approach to teaching and testing vocabulary for real-world
English proficiency. Based on the research of Professor Norbert Schmitt.
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MYTH 1: ‘Language use REALITY: Language - \//
is getting worse.’ *changes*, it does not
T decline.
e Young people can't write; We are in a golden era of
e Standards are declining. communication: more topics, more
modes of expression.

Myth 2: People should just say what they think.

The Myth
Effective communication is about being direct and saying exactly what you mean.

The Reality
Successful communication requires sensitivity, politeness, and social awareness.

Concrete Example
Direct/Rude Indirect/Appropriate

“Close the window.” “Would you please close the window?”

The point is that indirectness is a vital tool for maintaining social relationships, not a sign of poor communication.
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Myth 3: Some dialects are ‘bad’ language.

The Myth

There is a “correct” way to speak English, and other dialects are
linguistically inferior.

The Reality
Research shows there are no bad dialects.
All dialects are linguistically systematic and perfectly suitable for

communication within their communities. Judgments of “good" or
“pad” language are based on social attitudes, not linguistic facts.
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What does “enough” vocabulary actually mean? A data-driven answer.

For effective language use, learners need to know a specific percentage of the words in a text.

Adequate Comprehension Comfortable, Fluent Reading
(Minimum Level) (Optimal Level)

95%

Coverage

98%

Coverage

Vocabulary Size: Vocabulary Size:
4,000-5,000 word families 8,000-9,000 word families
L >
Y

Key Takeaway: The gap between adequate and fluent is ~4,000 word families.
This is the challenge we must prepare our students for.
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The Educator’s Compass: A Framework for

How Vocabulary is Actually Learned.

Knowing a word is more than just memorizing a definition. Professor Norbert Schmitt's
CIIP model provides a robust framework for understanding the learning process.

C

Complex Integrated Incremental Process.
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The Three Pillars of Vocabulary Knowledge:
Complex, Integrated, and Incremental

COMPLEX

Meaning

Spelling Y r Collocation
Meaning © @ O Grammar
O O
O

Context

Knowing a word involves its
pronunciation, spelling,
grammar, collocations, and
context of use—not just its
definition.

INTEGRATED

CeP)

Different aspects of word

knowledge are interconnected.

Improving one aspect (e.g.,
morphology) often
strengthens others (e.g.,
spelling and meaning).

INCREMENTAL

r_)‘_?'l_

C_WD)

Word knowledge is built
gradually over time through
multiple exposures. Mastery

is not achieved in a single
encounter.
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Building knowledge incrementally requires
repeated, meaningful encounters.

How many encounters are needed?

For Initial Receptive For Deliberate,
Knowledge Focused Learning
to (through reading) b -
Around seven repetitions

Learners need to see a of a word in a learning
word 8-10 times in activity is a useful
context to begin to guideline fgr

acquire its meaning. strengthening knowledge.
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Principles of Vocabulary
Teaching and Learning

A. Maximize the amount of exposure that
learners receive

B. Selecting the most useful words to focus
upon and how many

C. Which vocabulary activities, tasks, and
exercises to use

D. Training learners how to best utilize the
learning resources at their disposal
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Maximize the amount of exposure
that learners receive
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nfn 98%: inaunvumarksumsiSsuslasuvidey

95-98% 100%

AYUKYOKDQ (Frustration) —> aftKkWIzan (Sweet Spot) —> AIsagwANUABOIAED
- liihamsBeug - lAWKLIEAUSUNIG (Fluency Development)
(Inference)

msimAwriRluasiRaduldfdetdoitiomduaglus:aunikuzay

The Universit ity af
Nottingham

r
\/ Maximize the amount of exposure @
< that learners receive

* Comprehension 95%-98%-100% of words
known in text
» Usefulness of pre-teaching vocabulary
* Learning new words Some in text to learn
* Inferring from context Unknown but
guessable
* Fluency 100% (Enhancing partially-known
vocabulary)
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LldIKann 2: MsAQLAdNAMAWRAIIKANNIS
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aghdonaauuugu UyBMAWN (Word Lists) lOudmkuatthkuig

B Selection Criteria:
W Based on Frequency: ldon91nAUUBEIUNISIENIUIZY
B Based on Topics: [d@nMUKITDNABVMISISHUS
B Based on Functions: l@aamukihnmumu
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\/ Selecting the most useful words to Q
focus upon and how many
- Based on desired topics
=
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- | Selecting the most useful words to

The University of
E Nottingham

focus upon and how many

Requests

— Would you please 7
Apologies

— I’'m sorry about
Purchasing

— I'd like to buy
Asking Directions

182 ’

— Could you tell me the way to please? ®)

Z S

lEKanh 3: AstUIUNISISEUMSADU (Methodology)

Msad10AnuGaLTeY (Linking)  /aywukune

sUm
(Meaning)

(Form)

Juaauusa: Msaswigaulevs:k3 "sUM" ua: "AUKLIE" (Form-Meaning Link)

High-Frequency Words Content-Based Words
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Why Lists Fail:

riovd dou au x
(Memorize) (Quiz) (Forget)

rngiSeundiovduivodou
mAwnelidnowdrszaenawsrzlugnigau

The Fix:

Contextual

Lists Usage
(nstnu) (lurouiSeu)

astlugisoulev
(Teacher Bridges the Gap)

o Word lists fioupntdilu ‘nSaudioimseunay
wSau’ dnsunanssuluriovisaunun
dnSunanssuluroviSeunun

o AsntnAnandlfirudrAinatugnisluusun
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laKann 4: misaswniSsunwowiauavla

uudaa: AnAulAiSeulsnswennsidoglAtiaus:losugoda

1. Dictionary Training

dauinatiamslswaulunsy
agviUs:ansmw

prefix suffix

rot VELd far

root

2. Word Parts (Morphology)
aauBavaruus:nauyavi
uazsINAWN IWaIAKIS8UILIASIK
mAwnikuladdeaulev
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The University of

Nottingham

\/ .
e prefix root word suffix ~/

uncomfortable
irregularly
disorganisged
unconfidently
disrespectfully

telephone

;,:'l\-.-. ohon
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telegraph television microphone symphony
B2 |

204

=

photograph geoqraphy Invisible visit revise mic ron igy microwave symbol sympathy \ /

Kangasnauqa: The Four Strands
Based on Paul Nation (2013)

15 Meanlng -focused input 2. Language- -focused learning
(MSSUANSKIUANUKLNG) 25% (MsSgusniudMy) 25%

Balanced -

Curriculum
4. Fluency development
(MsweuunAuAdLLAED) 25%

3. Meaning-focused output

(MSWANAISWIUANUKINY) 25

/
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AISSUAISUAzNISISEUSIDNDY (Input & Focus)

Strand 1: Meaning-focused Input
- lWumswotazmsauwalAlnition
- BYUSMAWRMIAMISIRUIUUSUNE1Y

1. Meaning-
focused input
25%

2. Language-
ocused learning

Balanced
Curriculum :
Strand 2: Language-focused Learning
- msiSgumsasulagasy (Direct teaching)
- Wubensal 1390 uazaruus=nauyavA
= - \_/ ~ \ /
\/ \_./

AIsWanaisuazAdIuAaaviAad (Output & Fluency)

Strand 3: Meaning-focused Output

- msilawauansidgu
- NaNAUTARISEUNAMAWNRNS8USUEDSY

Balanced
Curriculum

4. Fluency
development
(mswauiry
AAdVUAAD)
25%

3. Meaning-
focused output
(MsWaaasiu

ADIUKUIY)
25%

Strand 4: Fluency Development

- msilaldavngeg udikiSruazaulkadu

- TulémsiBguminu udumsmikAay
Strong u
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